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ABSTRACT 
 

The Illinois Basin Coal Sample Program (IBCSP) provides well characterized samples to 
coal researchers world-wide who wish to include Illinois Basin coal in their research. The 
program is  funded by the Illinois Clean Coal Institute. Coal samples are provided free of 
charge in most cases to all domestic requestors.  This program benefits Illinois researchers 
funded by the State of Illinois through the Illinois Clean Coal Institute, and also leverages 
Illinois funds by encouraging research groups throughout the United States and abroad to 
choose an Illinois Basin Coal for their research.  As more characterization data and more 
information on how each coal behaves in a variety of reactions and processes becomes 
available, the value of each sample in the program increases.  The continual availability of 
consistent  well-characterized coal sample is important for research be extended to other 
laboratories. 
 
This year's program consisted of four tasks: 
  

(1) maintaining the coals in a nitrogen environment to minimize weathering 
and oxidation, and performing quality control on the coals semi-annually, 

(2)  delivering representative samples of the lots of coal in the program to 
requestors,  

(3)       responding to requests for information about the coal and how to use them,  
(4)  continuing the on-going planning and publicity of the program, including 
 updating of the ICCI-funded research abstracts, and distributing of  the 
 brochure and handbook for IBCSP users to participants to the 
 ICCI=s Annual Contractors Conference . 

 
To provide continuity to a coal research program and to avoid repeated costs associated with 
collecting and characterizing coal samples, the amount of each selected coal is planned and 
projected to remain available to researchers for 5 to 10 years after acquisition.  



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The Illinois Basin Coal Sample Program (IBCSP) was established in 1983.  Its objective is to 
make available reproducible coal samples that facilitate comparisons of results among 
researchers studying Illinois Basin coals.  To meet the needs of coal research projects funded 
by the Illinois Coal Development Board through the Illinois Clean Coal Institute (ICCI), 
twelve coals have been selected over the years for inclusion in the program.  A description of 
these lots of coal and the averages of analyses including the latest data available, appear in 
Table 1. Minor oxides and trace elements of all coals in the program analyzed previously are 
also reported in Table 2 and 3 respectively.  
 
This year's program consists of four tasks:  
 

(1) maintaining the coals in a nitrogen environment to minimize weathering and 
 oxidation, and performing quality control semiannually,  
(2) continuing delivering representative samples of the lots of coal in the program 
 to  requestors, 
(3) responding to requests for information about the coals, and 
(4) continuing the ongoing planning and publicity of the program, including  

 updating of the ICCI- funded research abstract database, and 
distribution of   brochure and Handbook for IBCSP Users to those who 
use or plan to use   Illinois Basin coals. 

 
The IBCSP remains the primary source of multi-pound quantity,  reproducible coal samples 
for projects funded by the Illinois Clean Coal Institute (ICCI).  The benefits of comparing 
data obtained by different research groups working on representative splits of the same coal 
is a significant contribution by this program to today=s research on Illinois Basin coals. As 
more information becomes available on how each coal behaves in different reactions and 
processes, the value of each sample increases. To ensure continuity of research, the 
availability of the same well-characterized coals over time is the primary goal of the 
program, especially if research is to be duplicated in or extended to other laboratories. The 
amount of each selected coal is projected to remain available to researchers from 5 to 10 
years after acquisition into the program.  During this contract year, thirty two samples 
amounting to 1065 pounds of coal were delivered to fifteen requestors. (Table 4). Of these 
quantities delivered, 720 pounds, or 68 % of total delivery, went to academic researchers, 
255 pounds, or 24 %,  to the industrial researchers, and 90 pounds, or 8 %, to researchers at  
government agencies. 






























