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The Ordovician St. Peter Sandstone, Platteville Dolomite, and Galena Dolomite are important industrial 
materials in northern Illinois. Detailed geologic mapping of these units in Ogle County, Illinois, is 
currently being performed by the Illinois State Geological Survey.   

The Grand Detour and Mount Morris 7.5-minute Quadrangle maps will be available online in September 
2011. New scientific findings have made us rethink the tectonic history of central Ogle County and may 
have implications for the extent and deformation style of the Sandwich Fault Zone. Previous mapping of 
the Oregon 7.5-minute Quadrangle (2010) and current mapping have encouraged collaborations with the 
Illinois State Archaeological Survey, the Illinois Department of Transportation, and industrial material 

companies in the region.   

Currently there are three construction sand and gravel pits, nine stone quarries, and one silica sand 
operation in Ogle County. According to the U.S. Geological Survey, in 2008, the latest year for which 
data are available, about 1,154,000 tons of crushed stone and 146,000 tons of construction sand and 
gravel were produced in Ogle County. The value of crushed stone and sand and gravel produced in 2008 
was $8.5 million and $777,000, respectively. Ogle County has a significant amount of crushed stone 
reserves, and its proximity to the Chicago metropolitan area makes this county an attractive target for 
construction aggregate exploration. Furthermore, because of increased demand for frac sand in the 
petroleum industry, the St. Peter Sandstone has become a major source of silica sand used for fracking to 

increase oil and gas production. The current geologic mapping underway in Ogle County will delineate 
additional reserves of industrial minerals that may exist in the county.   

  


